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Pajaro River Watershed 
Flood Prevention Authority 

c/o RAPS, Inc. 
P.O. Box 809 

Marina, CA 93933 
(831) 883-3750 

 

Staff Working Group  
MEETING NOTES 

Wednesday, September 16, 2009 
10:00 a.m.    

 

Present: Bill Phillips, Monterey County Water Resources Agency; Carol Presley and Scott 
Wilson (phone), SCVWD; Mike Sapunor, County of Santa Cruz (phone)   

 

Also Present: Lidia Gutierrez, Gutierrez Consultants; Steve Palmisano, City of Watsonville; John 
Doughty & Ana Flores, RAPS, Inc. 

 

Scott W. requested that the conference call number be included on the agenda. 
 
John D. reported that he will be in communication with the PRWFPA Chair in regards to Director 
Sanchez’s retirement.   
 

1. Soap Lake Area Proposed Projects/Referrals 
 

None. 
 

2. Soap Lake Preservation Project Implementation 
 

Lidia G. reported that DWR has reviewed and approved all reimbursement documentation.  Pajaro 
Valley Water Management Agency will cut checks to all agencies involved.     
 

 3. San Benito River Watershed Study  
 

 The cost sharing agreement between the PRWFPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was discussed 
and the handouts were reviewed by the Staff Working Group.  John D. and Lidia G. will draft a cost 
sharing agreement and scope of work using the examples and will bring this back to the October 
meeting. 

 

4. Mobility Partnership State Route 152 Alignment 
 

John D. stated that he will invite the partners to give a presentation at the October SWG meeting.  
 
5. Frasier Lake Project  
 

John D. stated that the County of San Benito will give an update at the October SWG meeting. 
 
6. Group Comments 
 

A. The El Rancho San Benito Project was discussed.   
B. Mike S. reported that the County of Santa Cruz levees were inspected by the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers on September 14-15. Corps staff said that a draft inspection report from 2008 is currently 
being reviewed by the SF District Engineer, and that it includes an overall rating of “MA” 
(minimally acceptable). Possible ratings include “unacceptable-U”, “minimally acceptable-MA”, 
and “Acceptable-A”. 

 

7. Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 

*Submitted by Ana Flores     
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Pajaro River Watershed 
Flood Prevention Authority 

c/o RAPS, Inc. 
P.O. Box 809 

Marina, CA 93933 
(831) 883-3750 

 

Staff Working Group  
MEETING NOTES 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009 
10:00 a.m.    

 
 

Present: Bill Phillips, Monterey County Water Resources Agency; Carol Presley, SCVWD; Bruce 
Laclergue, County of Santa Cruz (phone); Lissette Knight, County of San Benito; and Clara 
Spaulding, County of Santa Clara.    

 
Also Present: Lidia Gutierrez, Gutierrez Consultants (phone); Kenn Reiller, Sierra Club; Tim Lee, WMH 

Corporation; Mike Evanhoe, VTA-Gary Bowen; John Doughty & Ana Flores, RAPS, Inc. 
 

 
1. Mobility Partnership State Route 152 Alignment 
 
Mike Evanhoe, VTA-Gary Bowen and Tim Lee, WMH Corporation gave a presentation on the State Route 152 
alignment.  Lengthy discussion followed. 
 
Mr. Lee stated that the revenue analysis, EIR and notice of preparation will be ready in March 2010.  The SWG 
requested that Mr. Evanhoe and Mr. Lee give a presentation to the PRWFPA Board of Directors at their March 
meeting.   
 
2. Soap Lake Area Proposed Projects/Referrals 
 
There were no project referrals. 
 
Carol P. inquired asked whether the grant guidelines can be modified if there are no applicants.  This item will be 
brought back to the November SWG meeting for discussion.   
 
3. Soap Lake Preservation Project Implementation 
 
Lidia G. reported that the PRWFPA reimbursement is being processed and the State is not willing to give a date.  
There was discussion on the potential limitations on the sale of bonds by the State for future reimbursements. 
 
4. San Benito River Watershed Study  
 

 Lidia G. reported that she has started work on a draft scope of services using the Scope of Services for the Army 
Corps of Engineers Pajaro River Watershed Study and the Draft Conceptual Scope of Work for the San Benito 
River and Pajaro River Flood Risk Management Study/Pajaro River Basin, CA.  Lidia G. suggested that Phillip 
William & Associates (PWA) be contacted determine interest and willingness to assist in to work on the draft 
scope of services.  Lengthy discussion followed.    

 
 Kenn Reiller. suggested that the draft scope of services include items a, d and e from the Draft Conceptual Scope 

of Work for the San Benito River and Pajaro River Flood Risk Management Study/Pajaro River Basin, CA. 
 
 By consensus, the SWG approved that Lidia G. contact PWA to work on the draft scope of services as a 

marketing effort since there is no funding for this effort.  If PWA declines this item will be brought back to the 
SWG for further discussion and taken to the Board to relocate funds. 
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 Motion made by Carol Presley, seconded by Bruce Laclergue to approve that Lidia G. contact PWA to 
work on the draft scope of services as part of a marketing effort.  Bruce L. indicated that he would be 
happy to be involved in the conversation.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
5. Frasier Lake Project  

 
Lissette K. reported that the work being done on Frasier Lake Road is for an equestrian center and a portion will 
be in the Soap Lake Floodplain.  There are approved agricultural grading permits for this property and the 
property owner has been notified of several permit violations.  Lissette K. also added that the County has 
determined that an EIR will be required on the property and at the moment is considered an incomplete project.  
The applicant is currently contesting whether an EIR is necessary. 
 
Lissette K. will provide a memorandum for the November 6 PRWFPA agenda. 
 
6. Director Sanchez’s Retirement 
 
Kenn R. suggested that Director Sanchez’s support of the environment be reflected on his resolution.   
 
7. Invoices 
 
A. The July, August and September 2009 invoices submitted by Gutierrez Consultants were reviewed.   

 
Motion made by Carol Presley, seconded by Lissette Knight to approve the Gutierrez Consultants July, 
August and September 2009 invoices.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
B. The August and September 2009 invoices submitted by RAPS, Inc. were reviewed. 
 
Carol P. asked for clarification on the September invoice for an amount of $10, 236.50 and also has concerns on 
the RAPS, Inc. budget.   
 
John D. clarified that the increase was due to work on the FY 08/09 PRWFPA audit by the Director of Finance & 
Administration and meetings by the Executive Director that were not mentioned in the narrative.  John D. added 
that he will ensure that RAPS, Inc. does not go over budget. 
 
Motion made by Lissette Knight, seconded by Bruce Laclergue to approve the RAPS, Inc. the August and 
September 2009 invoices.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
8. Group Comments 
 

John D. stated that a draft PRWFPA agenda would be sent to the SWG prior to mailing.  The following items will 
be added to the Board agenda: 

a. Zone 7 Flood Control Memorandum 
b. Frasier Lake Project 
c. Storm Report 
d. Mobility Partnership State Route 152 Alignment 

 
9. Pajaro River Watershed Council Meeting 
 

Carol P. invited the SWG to the Pajaro River Watershed Council Meeting on October 29, 2009 at the Watsonville 
Civic Plaza Community Room from 1:30 pm– 4:30 pm. 
 
10. Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 
 
*Submitted by Ana Flores     
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