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B.  Approval of Payments for Gutierrez Consultants for December 2009, 
January and February 2010    

 
Invoices for services rendered by Gutierrez Consultants in December 2009, January 
and February 2010 were enclosed.  The Staff Working Group recommended approval.  
 
C. Approval of Payment to RAPS, Inc. for December 2009, January and 

February 2010 
 
Invoice for services rendered by RAPS, Inc. in December 2009, January and February 
2010 were enclosed.  The Staff Working Group recommended approval. 
 
D. Staff Working Group Meeting Notes 
 
The Staff Working Group meeting notes for the meetings of March 3 and March 17, 
2010 were enclosed for the Board’s information. 
 
E. Financial Statements 
 
The financial statements were enclosed for the Board’s information. 
 
Motion made by Director Calcagno, seconded by Director Barrios to approve the 
Consent Agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.    
 
7. PLANNING 
 
A. Report to Board on FPA and its Relation to the Lower Pajaro River Project 
 
The Executive Coordinator gave a presentation on the history of the PRWFPA and gave 
an update on the Flood Protection Program.  Brief discussion followed. 
 
B. US Army Corps of Engineers 
 
Director Gage welcomed Commander Sam Volkman of the US Army Corps of Engineers 
and his staff to the PRWFPA Board of Directors meeting.  Lengthy discussion followed.  
 
Public Comment: 
 
1. Mr. Jim Van Houten  
 
Mr. Van Houten stated that the Army Corps should address the following issues in the design 
of the levees before the environmental document is released: 
 a. The relation between the upper watershed and downstream flow. 
 b. Public access to the levees. 
 c. Will the design provide 100 year protection in agricultural areas? 
 d. Public disclosure of design studies. 
 
 



 

 

2. Mr. Kenn Reiller, Sierra Club 
 
Mr. Reiller commented FEMA mapping issues.  Brief discussion followed. 
 
3. Ms. Diane Protcouli 
 
Ms. Protcouli, being a life long resident of the area gave a historical overview of the 
floods in the Pajaro region.  Ms. Protcouli also stated that there is a lack of economic 
development in the floodplain due to the possibility of flooding. 
 
4. Ms. Lois Robin 
 
Ms. Robin referenced the letter sent to the Corps on October 22, 2009. 
 
5. Ms. Nancy Bilicich, Watsonville City Councilmember 
 
Ms. Bilichich agreed with all the Boards comments that were given to the Corps and 
stated that a timeline should be put in place for the release of the environmental 
document. 
 
6. Bruce Laclergue, County of Monterey 
 
Bruce Laclergue gave an update on the Lower Pajaro River Project.  Mr. Laclergue 
reported that the local sponsors received $855,000 in reimbursement and the County of 
Santa Cruz will be giving that money back to the Corps so they can continue to work.  
Mr. Laclergue also gave an update on the status of the Bench Excavation application.   
 
8.  ADMINISTRATION 
 
A. Draft FY 2010-11 Budget 
 
The Executive Coordinator reviewed the enclosed draft budget and stated that there were 
no substantial changes to the budget.  Discussion followed on whether to stay with the 
current agencies that provide administration services to the FPA, the Soap Lake 
Floodplain Implementation Grant, legal counsel and auditing services. 
 
Motion made by Director Calcagno, seconded by Director Campos to approve the 
draft FY 2010-11 Budget.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Steve Palmisano, City of Watsonville addressed the Board regarding a lobbying trip to 
Washington D.C. in mid May for appropriation requests.  Brief discussion followed. 
 
Director Campos will work with staff to set a date. 
 
9.  ADJOURN 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:58 a.m. 
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